Seychelles Seabirds

Seabirds are adapted to life at sea, catching fish for
food. Many have waterproof feathers and webbed feet and
feed by diving for their prey. Some sea birds (like Sooty
tern and Frigate birds) are long-distance fliets, spending
most of their life at sea, many miles from land, while others
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Population: about 25,000 pairs
with no introduced predators like cats or rats.

Seychelles islands are nesting grounds for about 18 species
of seabirds. Many seabirds breed during .the southeast
season, from April or May onwards. Species like the Lesser
Noddy and Sooty Tern form large breeding colonies, with
many thousands of birds all breeding at the same time in
the same location. Others, like the Fairy Tern and the
White-tailed Tropicbird, breed alone in pairs at different

Bieown Deal b /emmﬂ stages of nesting and chick-rearing all year round. Great Frigatebird Fregata minor
Distribution in Seychelles: Cosmoledo Distribution in Seychelles: occurs throughout Seychelles,
Population: about 60 pairs breeds only on Aldabra and nearby islands

Population: at least 4,000 breeding pairs
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Lesser Frigatebird Lregata ariel Fairy Tern or White Tern Gygis alba Roseate Tern Sterna dongallii G.reat.ter (;res‘Fed R 7 g
Distribution in Seychelles: oceurs throughout Distribution in Seychelles: breeds on all islands Distribution 1n Seychelles: breeds on Aride, with small DISt.ﬂbutlon i Seycheﬂes.: breeds on Aldabta and
Seychelles, breeds only on Aldabra Population: At least 14,000 pairs on granitics, several populations on two of the Amirante Islands Aumirantes; outside bicedingiseason; ocents
Population: about 6,000 breeding pairs thousand more pairs on outer islands. Population: breeding population of about 1600 pairs cntoughont Seydnel e

Population: 300-700 breeding pairs
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Wedge-tailed rwater Paffinus pacificus DR Bridled Tern Sterna anaethetus Distribution in Seychelles: breeds on Aride, Birci
Distribution in Seychelles: breeds on predator-free Distribution in Seychelles: breeds on predator-free Distribution in Seychelles: breeds on predator-free Cousine, Récif and other small islands, and some coral
islands — Aride, Bird, Cousin, Cousine, Récif, islands — Aride, Bird, Cousin, Cousine, Recif, Mamelles ¢}, 45 — Aride, Cousin, Cousine, Récif and other islands to the South (African Banks, Cosmoledo,
Mamelles and in the Amirantes to the South and in the Amirantes and Aldabra to the South small islands Desnoeufs)

Population: About 85,000 paits Population: About 60,000 pairs Population: 4,000 pairs Population: At least 5 million pairs
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Red-tailed Tropicbird Phaethon rubricanda White-tailed Tropicbird Phaethon lepturus Le.sse.r Néddy Anous tenuirostris Common ot Brown Noddy Anous stolidus
Distribution in Seychelles: breeds on Aride and Distribution in Seychelles: breeds on almost all 1slands _Dlsmb‘_ltlon 1.11 Seyc?hellesi breeds ?n rat aﬂfi cat free Distribution in Seychelles: breeds on predator-free
Aldabra Population: At least S,OOO pairs on the granitic islands; islands lﬂChldlﬁg Aﬂde, Blrd’ COUSIH, Cousine and 1islands and all coral islands
Population: only 3-5 pairs on the granitic islands; over  with 2,500 pairs on Aldabra Fregate. | Population: about 30,000 pairs
Z,OOO pairs on Aldabra POPUIZ[UOI]: at least 300,000 patrs
g This poster has been produced as part of the Public Education and Advocacy Programme of the Global Environment Facility (GEF)/Wortld Bank funded project “Improving Management of NGO and Privately Owned Nature SEY (‘;J,<h
i, Reserves and High Biodiversity Islands in Seychelles”. This project is a partnership between Nature Seychelles and Cousine Island Ltd. <
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