
Seychelles Special Plants
Thereareabout850speciesof floweringplantsin Seychelles,of which,250speciesareindigenousincluding75endemicspecies(meaningtheyare

found only in Seychelles,nowhereelse). The restareintroducedspecies. Manyintroducedspecieshavebecomeinvasiveandput manyendemic

speciesin danger. Conservationactionis neededto savethesespecialendemicplants. Thisposterpresentssomeendemicspeciesthatareonlyfound

in Seychelles.

Coco de Mer Lodoiceamaldivicais the most famous

plant of Seychelles,which hasthe biggestnuts in

theplantkingdom. Thebiggestnut canweighup to

20 kg. Male and femaleflowersgrow on separate

trees. It hashuge,fan-like,rigidleaves.

LatannyenFey Phoenicophoriumborsigianumhasvery

large leaves with open tips. It has branched

inflorescencewith manytiny yellowflowers. It has

no rootsat thebaseof thetrunk.

Vakwa Parasol Pandanus hornei is not so common. 

They can be found in wet upland areas and river 

ravines.

Latannyen milpat Nephrosperma vanhoutteanais fairly 

common, can be found in low and middle altitude 

forests. Tree can grow up to 14 m.  

Latannyen Lat Verschaffeltiasplendidahasa cone

of stilt roots at the baseof the trunk. Its leaves

areverylargewith anopenat thetips.

Latannyen Oban Roscheriamelanochaeteshasa narrow

trunk and very large leaves,divided irregularlyinto

leaflets. Theflowersareverytiny with yellowcolour.

Palmis Deckenianobilishasverylargeleavesdivided

equally into long narrow leaflets. It has long,

hanging inflorescence,with many tiny creamy

flowers. Immature inflorescenceis protected in

spinybrackets.

WrightõsGardeniaRothmanniaannaeis veryrare. It is

only naturally found on Aride Island. This plantõs

flowersarebeautifulwith awonderfulscent.
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Seychelles Pitcher Plant Nepenthes pervilleiis an 

interesting plant that uses its fluid containing in the 

pitchers to trap insects for food. The lid of  the pitcher 

is open when the pitcher is full with fluid, and keeps 

the rain water from getting in.
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Kapisen Northeahorneiis fairly common,can be

found at mountaintops. The tree cangrow up to

20m.

Vakwa maron Pandanus sechellarum is fairly common 

and can be found in moist forest. Tree has many long 

roots growing from the main stem.

Vakwa-d-montany Pandanus multispicatusis

commonlyfoundgrowingon highmountains.

Bwa Rouz Dilleniaferrugineais commonandcanbe

found from middlet high altitudeforest. The tree

cangrowup to 20m.

Lozey maron Begoniasechellensisis a herb,not very

common, and can be found moist forests above

500m.

Root

Bwa Zoliker Pittosporumsenaciawrightiiis a medicinal

plan, growingin open woodlandrocky areasfrom

200-500m. Local people use the leavesto treat

stomachproblems.

Zakobe Gynura sechellensis is a medicinal herb, used 

to treat cold and cough by local people by boiling 

the old leaves and drink the infused juice.

Belzamin SovazImpatiensgordoniiis averyrareherb.

Theycanbe found growingin moist foreston the

forestfloor.

Bilenbi Maron Coleaseychellarumis a smalltree of

about8-10m high, inflorescencearisesdirectlyfrom

thetreetrunk. Fruitsarejuicylook likesausage.

Koko Maron Curculigosechellensisis a woody herb,

lookslikea youngcoconut. Theygrowon theforest

floor. Seychelloispeopleoftenusethisplantto make

ropesandbrooms.
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Bwa mediz/ Jellyfish Tree Medusagyne oppositifolia is 

one of  the rarest trees in the world. It is very special to 

the plant world that it has a family of  its own, meaning 

they donõt have any relatives on this Earth!


